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Providing technology planning, E-Rate consulting, STEAM
enrichment, summer camps, after-school programs,
professional development, and technical services since 2000.

Top-Rated Again in 2016!
We are proud to announce that Learningtech.org has again
been named a top-rated nonprofit by Great Nonprofits. We
were also named Best in Class Educational Maker at Maker
Faire 2016! Great Nonprofits awards its top-rated status
based on the feedback and
recommendations of our clients;
Maker Faire shares our passion for
inspiring “children of all ages” to
create, not merely consume, hightech artifacts. We are going all out for
Maker Faire 2017, so please be sure to visit our booth! We
are deeply thankful to have our work recognized by both of
these outstanding organizations.

From our Executive Director
The glorious sunshine of spring brings renewed growth and
new beginnings: we have begun 2017 by
helping more learners in more ways. We
are growing our staff, to address both
existing projects and exciting new
opportunities. Each new face renews our
energy, expertise, and commitment to our
mission. With the E-Rate program’s annual “window” upon
us, our strategic partnership with Wynndalco is poised for
growth. We also face new challenges from E-Rate’s
evolving set of tools and rules. The articles below highlight
our efforts, while sharing tips on E-Rate and tech planning.

Learningtech.org Partner, Wynndalco,
Expands E-Rate Division

Our summer camps, in-school, and after-school programs,
which emphasize coding, making, and robotics, are also
expanding. We are reprising our well-received East Bay
Summer Camp, through Piedmont Recreation. With support
from both the Cabrillo and Pacifica education foundations,
we coach and co-teach Computer Science, in partnership
with classroom teachers. Last summer, thanks to generous
grants from the Clive Foundation, San Mateo County, and
private donors, we included 18 foster youth in our San
Carlos camps. The County is also funding out-of-school
enrichment in Pacifica, CA, for high needs populations. A
new, anonymous donor has enabled us to reach additional
underserved students in the coming months. We are
delighted to start work on a 3-year NSF grant, led by our
colleagues at Stanford University, to explore the benefits of
combining robotics with biotech in K-12. Finally, we are
announcing a strategic alliance with Hack the Future!

Since 2013 Learningtech.org has worked in partnership with
Wynndalco Enterprises, LLC, to deliver E-Rate consulting
and technology plan preparation services for all public
schools in Puerto Rico. Further strengthening its E-Rate
Division, Wynndalco recently expanded our strategic
alliance to include the Multicultural Education Foundation
[MEF] and the consulting services of Mel Blackwell, former
VP of the Schools and Libraries Division for over 12 years.

E-Rate: $31M+ for 482K+ Students
For Funding Year 2016, Learningtech.org’s E-Rate team
prepared over 100 applications, seeking more than 31
million dollars in
discounts. Since
the E-Rate
program began
in 1998, we have
amassed over
375 client-years
of experience,
helping to obtain
many millions of
dollars in
funding for our clients. Public (including charter) schools,
independent, parochial—all are eligible for E-Rate funding.

Our Technical Services team supports not only in-house IT
requirements — such as optimizing our use of cloud storage
— but also client infrastructure design and support. This
work is often done behind the scenes; but their insight into
K-12 networking and technology trends differentiates our
E-Rate expertise from the “forms filing” competition, while
also driving innovation for our enrichment offerings. Kudos
to Chris Miller and team!
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This year alone, we served over 482,000 students at 1,375
schools, securing critical funding for telecommunications
and technology infrastructure projects. If your school or
library is curious about E-Rate, such as which services and
equipment are eligible, please give us a call!

Hack the Future!
We are proud to announce that Hack the Future [HtF], a
highly regarded group of Silicon Valley volunteers, is
becoming a program of Learningtech.org. HtF holds
quarterly hackathons, where students pursue their own hightech interests, mentored by luminaries (like Atari co-founder
Al Alcorn, who invented
Pong). We are serving as
fiscal sponsor for HtF.
Mark will participate as a
mentor at their April 1st
event, at South San
Francisco Library.

Summer Camps: Open for Enrollment!
We’ve been refining our high-tech Summer Camps for over
16 years! We build
confidence and
encourage interest in
Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts,
and Math [STEAM];
we emphasize
coding, making, and
robotics. Our
combination of
expertise, value, and hands-on learning is unique. Camps are
taught by highly qualified instructors, including doctorates,
seasoned engineers, and certificated teachers, assisted by
high-school/college interns (including many former
campers). Our camper-to-staff ratios are typically 8:1.
Tuition is often lower than less highly rated camps, and
scholarships are available for families with financial need.

The E-Rate Application Maze: Where Do
All These Tracks Lead?
Every year, Learningtech.org processes over 100
applications for over 1,375 schools and libraries. This
involves painstaking, detail-oriented work. Each step of the
E-Rate cycle depends upon prior steps. It is critical that each
step is performed correctly; otherwise, subsequent steps can
be rendered incorrect (at best) or even illegal! What makes
the process all the more confusing and challenging is that
every step in the process overlaps with some other phase of
the E-Rate cycle—and, for applicants who apply for funding
each year, processes from a current funding year overlap
with tasks for previous or future years.

2017 is our second year serving the East Bay. We are
offering two weeks of camps in partnership with the City of
Piedmont Recreation Department:
•
•

In 2017, for example, as invoicing deadlines hit, our team
carefully reviews all documentation to be sure discounts for
the 2015-2016 funding year have been received. At the same
time, Funding Decision Commitment Letters for the 20162017 funding year are being issued. During this period, we
contact each of our clients to inform them of their funding
status and submit the “486” forms, ensuring that discounts
are applied. Simultaneously, planning for 2017-2018 funding
year is underway. With so many processes in motion at the
same time, it is easy to imagine that something could be
forgotten or overlooked.

Mobile Maker Space with Block-based Coding
Mobile Maker Space with Text Coding

Our 2017 San Carlos camps reflect an expanded curriculum,
including our new Maker Space offering and a small-group
Advanced/Special Topics offering aimed at older campers.
Other topics indicate the depth and variety of our camps:
•
•
•
•

Cool Robotic Engineering
Block-based Coding
Python Coding with Raspberry Pi
Coding, Robotics, and Nature for Young Campers

To understand what this means in practice, for fall 2016,
each team member had access to our tracker for 2015-2016,
our tracker for 2016-2017, and our tracker for 2017-2018,
each accessible with the click of a button. Data is isolated
and analyzed, to provide insights into every step of the cycle,
for every client, every day: before, during, and after “the
window.”

Another new addition is our Menlo Park camp taught by Ken
Hawthorn, head of the St. Raymond School’s innovative
Mechatronics program. Students will learn about everything
from Arduino to 3D Printing to Laser Cutting to CNC
Milling. For more information, including rates, locations,
times and scholarship details, please visit us on the web, at:
http://www.learningtech.org/workshops/.
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Professional Development, Conferences

New Faces: Welcome Becky and Teirra!

Beyond E-Rate and summer camps, our team also coaches,
co-teaches, and provides professional development for
professional educators in the areas of Computer Science
[CS], Maker Spaces, and Robotics. In both Half Moon Bay
and Pacifica, we co-teach Computer Science in grades 4-8.
All middle school students in Pacifica School District [PSD]
are now learning Computer Science, thanks to a grant from
the Pacifica Education Foundation. Besides coding, students
there learn to create computer models and simulations to
model scientific phenomena, led by Learningtech.org’s
Dr. Len Erickson. PSD and Learningtech.org have had a
long-standing relationship, including partnership on Countyfunded after-school workshops for underserved students.

Part den mother, part Zen master, our new Manager of
Development & Office Operations, Becky Kellogg,
promulgates order and calm across many activities.
Responsible for all office functions, including payroll, HR,
and development, Becky has created an organized support
environment to assist the company and her co-workers.
Becky holds a B.A. in English Literature, has completed
advanced studies in Library Science, and offers us many
years of high tech and nonprofit experience.
Teirra Howe started working with E-Rate in 2010, sparking
her passion for the program. Teirra has become our resident
expert on the newly required Form 498, a “setup” form that
facilitates direct payment of E-Rate funds to applicant bank
accounts. Teirra holds an A.S. in Business Administration
and is currently pursuing a B.S. in Accounting at Penn State.

Mark Miller, and certificated Half Moon Bay middle school
science teacher Deb Pierce, will share our novel co-teaching
approach designed to help K-8 schools build capacity for CS
instruction. They will both present at the Silicon Valley
regional Computer Using Educators [CUE] conference, and
the national CUE conference in Palm Springs. Eileen Miller
and Mark Miller will present a full-day tutorial on E-Rate
and Tech Plans, and lead breakouts on E-Rate and on
building CS capacity, at CA’s charter schools conference.

Donations and Grants
Learningtech.org recently received an anonymous $10,000
one-year grant, to support underserved students in making,
coding, and robotics. We also received a $100,000 3-year
NSF sub-grant to help Stanford University explore how
robotics and biotech can be combined to stimulate STEAM
involvement in K-12. This early prototype of Stanford’s
Lego-based liquid-handling robot illustrates the key concept:

STEAM Foster Youth Program Update
In 2016, the Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation generously
doubled its support to Learningtech.org over 2015. In-kind
and monetary donations from San Mateo County, plus
donations from private sources, enabled Learningtech.org to
include 18 foster youth in two full weeks of summer
STEAM enrichment camps, exceeding stated objectives.
According to the United Way, CA
foster children attend from seven
to nine different schools by age
18. Less than half graduate from
high school; only 2% graduate
from college. For those who “age
out” of the system, within 2-4
years, 51% will be unemployed,
40% will be on public assistance,
25% will be homeless, and 20% will be incarcerated.

Donations and grants can make a huge difference for
students, while bolstering our sustainability, so are deeply
appreciated. If you would like to donate, please visit us at:
http://www.learningtech.org/donations.

We are gratified that attendance of our foster campers was
nearly 100%. They expressed strong interest and confidence
in STEAM. We hope that our inclusive-with-supports
approach, developed in collaboration with Infinite Education
and San Mateo County, becomes a replicable model.
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Engineering Inspiration Using Educational Technology
For 17 years, Learningtech.org has delivered enterprise-level technology expertise in diverse educational and non-profit
environments. We work with traditional districts, charters, parochial schools, and independent K-12 schools to offer STEAM
enrichment, emphasizing coding, making, and robotics, both in-school and out-of-school. Our educational technology team also
provides research, development, implementation, consulting, professional development, and technical support.

• Applying for E-Rate
• Technology planning
• Writing grant proposals
• Analyzing emerging trends
• Tracking performance
• Assessing outcomes

• Network designs
• Site surveys
• Vendor walk-throughs
• Technology audits
• Laptop/Tablet Cloning
• WiFi Troubleshooting

• Professional development
for teachers and staff
• Out-of-school coding,
making, and robotics
• In-school co-teaching
• Technology integration for
standards-based curricula

Planning and
Funding

Technical
Services

Education
Services

A Few Testimonials from Great Nonprofits
I am so thankful to you guys for what you did for my son. He loved the class and still remembers everything … wants to go back. I am happy to help
another child, as you did for us. I hope to … keep supporting your program because I know the impact it had on my son. Thank you!
— Donor 01/10/2017
The Miller Institute for Learning with Technology is a five-star organization dedicated to providing superior services and positive outcomes for their
clients. In working with Mark and other members of his staff, I've seen first-hand the fruits of their work ethic and awesome knowledge in the fields of E-Rate
and technology. Their professionalism is top-notch and, perhaps most significantly, they are truly invested in their clients' success. — Client served 11/01/2016
I've had a long-standing interest in the Miller Institute, partly driven by my own professional interests in the connections between developing
technologies and their impact on, and usefulness for improving education. In short, Dr. Miller and his colleagues continue to achieve the highest level results
for the students whom they help. More generally, their work provides path-breaking examples of approaches that can be used by others interested in using
advanced technology to improve education.
— Professional with expertise in the field 10/31/2016

Donate Now

Board of Directors
Joe Lucente, Board Chair, CharterWorks; Founder,
Fenton Avenue Charter School

Alice M. Miller, Senior Director of Knowledge
Management, CA Charter Schools Association

James R. Miller, Ph.D., President, Miramontes
http://www.learningtech.org/donations

Your support allows us to provide
cost-effective, sustainable services
to underserved communities.
Donations are tax-deductible.

Computing

Mark L. Miller, Ph.D., Founder,
President, and Executive Director, Learningtech.org

Jack Sutton, (Retired) Executive Coordinator, UCLA
Academic Preparation & Educational Partnerships

Greg Wood, Chief Business Officer, Palisades Charter

Request a Proposal
We would be pleased to prepare
a cost-effective proposal for your
school or library, without charge
or obligation:
• Technology Plans
• Professional Development
• E-Rate Consulting and
Management
• In-school or after-school
coding, making, robotics
• Summer Camps

High School
®
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